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   New Evaluation Procedure 
 

 
 
 
Dear Postgraduate Course Participant: 
 

 In order to maintain and  improve the quality of  its educational programs, ASRM 
regularly  conducts  evaluations  and  content  tests. We  ask  your  cooperation  in 
assessing the quality of your learning experience in this postgraduate course. 
  
1. Within 3 days after the Annual Meeting you will be sent an email asking you to 

complete  an  online  evaluation  of  this  postgraduate  course.   A  personalized 
Web link to the evaluation will be provided in your email. Please do not share 
this unique link.  

2. In late November you will be sent a second email with a personalized Web link 
asking you to complete the post‐test on the content of the course. This test is 
identical  to  the pre‐test and will enable ASRM  to assess  the effectiveness of 
this postgraduate course as a learning activity.  For your convenience, the test 
questions are printed in the course syllabus.   

After both steps have been completed, you will be able  to print a Certificate of 
Attendance.  
Results of both the course evaluation and the post‐test are anonymous.  
 
Both steps must be followed completely by December 31, 2009.   
Please be aware that some email systems flag emails with Web links as junk mail, 
and you may need to check your junk‐email folder for your notifications.  
 

 

Please DO NOT forward the links. In case of difficulty please email pfenton@asrm.org 

 

 

*****Deadline = December 31, 2009***** 
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INFERTILITY COUNSELING AND CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE 
 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Cross-border reproductive care has become increasingly challenging. Migration trends and 
reproductive tourism have increased the variety of patients who present for infertility treatment 
at facilities in the United States and elsewhere. Physicians, as well as mental health 
professionals, need to understand the cultural, religious, and ethnic perspectives about 
infertility, reproduction, and childbearing that impact patient decision-making about medical 
issues. Understanding of these issues will allow physicians to be more accepting of cultural 
practices that may be medically obstructive or faith based.  
 
Little if any information is available in medical journals concerning infertility counseling dealing 
with transcultural psychosocial issues, religious beliefs, and reproduction. Articles aimed at 
physicians do not include psychosocial information, such as how a patient’s religious beliefs 
may influence medical decision making, how recent immigrants who present for treatment in the 
US may have differing expectations of physicians than native born or assimilated patients, how 
culturally specific sexual practices influence medical treatment, or the request for gender 
selection through treatment.  Conversely, sociology journals have articles about cultural beliefs 
and assimilation issues related to childbearing practices, but do not cover reproductive and 
infertility medical issues.   
 
This postgraduate course will provide valuable information that both physicians and mental 
health professionals can use in their daily practice. Several aspects of reproductive tourism, or 
cross-border reproduction, will be addressed, including the development of government 
standards, the consumer perspective on reproductive tourism, the role of infertility counseling 
and counseling standards of practice. 
 
ACGME COMPETENCY 
 Patient Care 
 Interpersonal and Communication Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this course, participants should be able to: 
  
1. Compare and contrast the practices and roles of mental health professionals in different 

countries.  
2. Assess the laws and regulations regarding the practice of infertility counseling worldwide, 

including psychological assessment and counseling for specific infertility treatments.  
3. Critique qualifications for infertility counselors in various countries. 
4. Identify patients’ motivations to cross borders for reproductive treatments.  
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Saturday, October 17, 2009 
 
08:15 – 08:30   Welcome and Course Introduction 

  Linda Hammer Burns, Ph.D. and Jean Haase, M.S.W., R.S.W. 
 

08:30 – 09.05  Current Challenges in Cross-Border Reproductive Care: A Global 
Perspective  
Elinor Wilson, Ph.D.  

 
09:05 – 09:15   Questions and Answers 

 
09:15 – 09:50   Cross-Border Reproductive Care and Counseling 

Part 1: Issues and Challenges for Counselors 
Jean Haase, M.S.W., R.S.W.  

 
09:50 – 10:00   Questions and Answers 

 
10:00 – 10:30  Break 

 
10:30 – 11:05   Patient Perspectives on Cross-Border Reproductive Care 

Eric Blyth, C.Q.S.W., B.A., M.A., Ph.D. 
  

11:05 – 11:15  Questions and Answers 
 
11:15 – 11:50  Cross-Border Reproductive Care and Counseling Part 2: A Survey of the 

Experiences and Perspectives of Counselors 
Jean Haase, M.S.W., R.S.W. 

 
11:50 – 12:00  Questions and Answers 
 
12:00 – 13:00  Lunch 
 
13:00 – 13:50  Clinical Issues in Transcultural and International Infertility Counseling  
   Linda Hammer Burns, Ph.D.  

 
13:50 – 14:00  Questions and Answers 
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14:00 – 14:50  Exploitation: What is its Role in Cross-Border     
   Reproductive Care?  

  Eric Blyth, C.Q.S.W., B.A., M.A., Ph.D. 
     

14:50 – 15:00  Questions and Answers 
 
15:00 – 15:30  Break 
  
15.30 – 16:45   Case Presentations and Panel Discussion 

  All Faculty  
  
16:45 – 17: 00  Summary and Closing Remarks 
   Elinor Wilson, Ph.D.  
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CURRENT CHALLENGES IN CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE: 
A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

Elinor Wilson, Ph.D. 
President, Assisted Human Reproduction Canada 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants should be able to: 
 
1. List the differences between medical tourism and cross-border reproductive care (CBRC), 

and the factors contributing to both. 
2. Identify quality and safety issues pertaining to CBRC. 
3. Discuss data challenges in assessing CBRC. 
4. Demonstrate this knowledge in working with clients considering CBRC. 
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CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE AND COUNSELING 
PART 1: ISSUES AND CHALLENGES FOR COUNSELORS 

 
 

Jean Haase M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Policy Analyst 

Assisted Human Reproduction Canada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants should be able to:  
 
1. Describe the relevance of cross-border reproductive care for counselors. 
2. Identify clinical issues associated with cross-border reproductive care. 
3. Explain the role of professional organizations. 
4. Apply this knowledge in working with clients seeking or receiving cross- border reproductive 

care. 
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PATIENT PERSPECTIVES ON CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE 
 
 

Eric Blyth, Ph.D. 
Professor, School of Human and Health Sciences 

University of Huddersfield, U.K. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
At the conclusion of the presentation, participants should be able to:  
 
1. Describe patient motivations for undertaking cross-border reproductive care. 
2. Identify the services for which patients undertake cross-border reproductive care. 
3. Discuss potential positive and negative implications of cross-border reproductive care. 
4. Review clinical practice issues for counselors working with patients who access cross-

border reproductive care. 
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CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE AND COUNSELING 
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Jean Haase, M.S.W., R.S.W. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants should be able to: 
 
1. Identify the primary motivations for clients to seek cross-border reproductive care.  
2. Summarize the role of the counselor in working with clients who access cross-border 

reproductive care.  
3. Describe ethical challenges experienced by counselors working with cross-border 

reproductive care clients.  
4. Consider ongoing professional learning needs with respect to cross-border reproduction 

issues. 
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CLINICAL ISSUES IN TRANSCULTURAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
INFERTILITY COUNSELING 

 
 

Linda Hammer Burns, Ph.D. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants should be able to: 
 
1. Define why culture is relevant to cross-border reproductive care in terms of theory and 

practice, different approaches to cultural diversity, and impact on families and children. 
2. Identify methods for improving competency in cross-cultural counseling and cross-border 

care. 
3. Explain the multiple roles/responsibilities of infertility counselors in cross-border reproductive 

care.  
4. Describe collaborative/multidisciplinary cross-border care, e.g., international psychology 

organizations, education, and mentoring. 
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EXPLOITATION:  
WHAT IS ITS ROLE IN CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE? 

 
 

Eric Blyth, Ph.D. 
Professor, School of Human and Health Sciences 

University of Huddersfield, U.K. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
At the conclusion of the presentation, participants should be able to:   
 
1.  Identify potential sources of exploitation in cross-border reproductive care for   

patients/donors/surrogates/children. 
2. Describe potential consequences of exploitation in cross-border reproductive care for 

patients/donors/surrogates/children. 
3. Discuss potential demands on services in home country resulting from cross-border 

reproductive care. 
4. Review clinical practice issues for counselors. 
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Course #2 Test Questions 
 
1.  Which one of the following is a key challenge to safety in cross-border reproductive care?  
 

a. Patients may not know the identity of foreign donors. 
b. Patients may not know how to access accurate information to make informed 

choices about their care. 
c. Patients may not know the legal status of their offspring in their home country.  
d. Lengthy travel time to point-of-care may make care more difficult. 
e. There may be extra costs that only become apparent when the patient arrives at 

the foreign clinic. 
 
2.  Which one of the following statements most accurately reflects the primary perspective of 

Inhorn and Patrizio regarding cross-border reproductive care (CBRC)?  
 

a. CBRC is a form of civil disobedience. 
b. CBRC is morally and ethically repugnant. 
c. CBRC involves exploitation of the poor by the affluent. 
d. CBRC is a form of reproductive exile. 
e. CBRC is a form of reproductive autonomy. 

 
3.  In the study ‘A Survey of the Experiences and Perceptions of Counselors,’ which one of the 

following did counselors perceive to be their primary role with clients who sought fertility 
treatment outside of their own country? 

 
a. Providing psychological support 
b. Counseling about legal implications 
c. Referral to other source (e.g., legal advice, counseling) 
d. Advocacy in facilitating cross-border care 
e. Counseling about psychosocial implications 

 
4.  Which one of the following is the most common reason that patients give for undertaking or 

considering cross-border reproductive care? 
 

a. They are prohibited from using services in their own country. 
b. The treatment is cheaper. 
c. The waiting times are shorter. 
d. They can take a vacation at the same time. 
e. There is greater availability of donor gametes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(continued) 
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5.  An American couple whose medical provider suggests that gestational carrier is their best 
treatment option have decided to use a gestational carrier in India after seeing a program on 
I and doing their ‘homework’ on the Internet. Although they have not discussed this with their 
medical doctor, they are seeking counseling with you on how to implement their 
reproductive plan. Which one of the following describes your counseling 
goals/responsibilities?  

 
 

a. Provide psychosocial support to third-party collaborators. 
b. Accompany intended parents to India to facilitate treatment and provide support 

during the pregnancy for them. 
c. Ensure the couple is financially prepared for this family-building method. 
d. Ascertain whether this is an option the medical clinic approves and proceed with 

your treatment plan on that basis (i.e., if clinic not involved, you should not be 
either). 

e. Follow professional guidelines, standards of practice, and regulations with an 
awareness of multicultural perspectives of all parties involved in the reproductive 
plan.  

 
6.  Mr. and Mrs. A. are considering seeking fertility treatment in another country. Which one of 

the following information sources will they most likely use to make their decision?   
  

a. Clinic in their home country 
b. Patient support group 
c. Internet         
d. Media sources other than the Internet 
e. Another patient 
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